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Reflections in the Mirror — The External and
Internal Worlds of Zhao Yiniang

SOON Ai Ling (Assistant Professor, Department of Asian Languages & Cultures,
National Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore)

Abstract

Qing critic, Zhi YanZhai, pointed out that there were two levels of narration in The
Dream of the Red Chamber, the external narration and the internal narration. The external
narration was the direct description by the author, and the internal narration was the indirect
description. The reader should study both narrations in detail. These articles use Zhao Yiniang

as an example to illustrate the use of the internal/external narrative style in the novel.
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